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THE SERVICE – SETTING ONE with Communion 

THREAD: The Church is militant: first the cross, then the crown. 

Hymn: May We Your Precepts, Lord, Fulfill CW 697 

 

 

 

 
 

In the name of the Father and of the ✝ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Confession CW 154 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
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Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the 

atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ✝ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the 

Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

Glory Be to God on High CW 157 
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THE WORD 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

Almighty God, your Son willingly endured the agony and shame of the cross for our redemption. Grant us courage to 

take up our cross daily and follow him wherever he leads; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

First Reading Jeremiah 15:15–21 
15LORD, you understand; 

 remember me and care for me. 

 Avenge me on my persecutors. 

You are long-suffering—do not take me away; 

 think of how I suffer reproach for your sake. 
16When your words came, I ate them; 

 they were my joy and my heart’s delight, 

for I bear your name, 

 LORD God Almighty. 
17I never sat in the company of revelers, 

 never made merry with them; 

I sat alone because your hand was on me 

 and you had filled me with indignation. 
18Why is my pain unending 

 and my wound grievous and incurable? 

You are to me like a deceptive brook, 

 like a spring that fails. 

 19Therefore this is what the LORD says: 

“If you repent, I will restore you 

 that you may serve me; 

if you utter worthy, not worthless, words, 

 you will be my spokesman. 

Let this people turn to you, 

 but you must not turn to them. 
20I will make you a wall to this people, 

 a fortified wall of bronze; 

they will fight against you 
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 but will not overcome you, 

for I am with you 

 to rescue and save you,” 

declares the LORD. 
21“I will save you from the hands of the wicked 

 and deliver you from the grasp of the cruel.” 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Psalm: Surely It Is God Who Saves Me Psalm 31E 

 

 

 

 
In you, LORD, I have taken / refuge; 

    let me never be / put to shame. 

Be my rock of / refuge, 

    a strong fortress to / save me. 

Into your hands I commit my / spirit; 

    deliver me, LORD, my / faithful God.    Refrain 

My times are / in your hands; 

    save me in your un- / failing love. 

How abundant are the / good things 

    that you have stored up for those who / fear you. 

Be strong and / take heart, 

    all you who hope / in the LORD. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

    and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 
Text: © 1976 Charles Mortimer Guilbert, custodian of the Standard Book of Common Prayer. 
Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712488 
Tune: © 1976 Jubilate Music Group. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712488 

Second Reading Romans 8:18–25 

 18I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. 19For the 

creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed. 20For the creation was subjected to 

frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will be 

liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God. 
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 22We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 23Not 

only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to 

sonship, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who 

hopes for what they already have? 25But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation Mark 8:34 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves  

and take up their cross and follow me. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

Gospel Matthew 16:21–26 

 21From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at 

the hands of the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be 

raised to life. 

 22Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall never happen to you!” 

 23Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind 

the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.” 

 24Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross 

and follow me. 25For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will find it. 
26What good will it be for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what can anyone give in 

exchange for their soul? 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Hymn of the Day: Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken CW 694 
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Sermon Romans 8:18–25 

Rejoice to put suffering into a proper perspective 
before God! 

Pastor Emeritus Robert Green 

Song: Swing Low, Sweet Chariot – sing as directed 

Refrain: 

Swing low, sweet chariot, Coming for to carry me home; 

Swing low, sweet chariot, Coming for to carry me home. 

1. I looked over Jordan, and what did I see, 
Coming for to carry me home? 

A band of angels coming after me, 

Coming for to carry me home. Refrain 

2. If you get there before I do, 

Coming for to carry me home, 

Tell all my friends I’m coming there too, 

Coming for to carry me home. Refrain 

3. Sometimes I’m up, sometimes I’m down, 

Coming for to carry me home, 

But still I know I’m heavenward bound, 
Coming for to carry me home. Refrain 

Stand and turn toward the aisle as we encourage one another in our shared faith 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 

        seen and unseen. 
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 

Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift of your Son, through whom you 

have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the Holy Spirit and his working through the means of grace. 

Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives. 

Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may grow and love toward all may 

increase. 

Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world. 

Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train them in lives of faith. 

Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly walks of life. 

Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, administer, and judge our laws. 

Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil. 

Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine and science, the arts and culture. 

Protect all who travel, and care for those whose work is difficult or dangerous. 

Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task. 

Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity. Remember those who suffer persecution for the faith. 

Have mercy on those for whom death draws near. 

Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

… Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 
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Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

Silent prayer 

We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who now rest from their labors. Console those 

who are mourning or living with sadness. 

Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven. 

Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again. 

Amen. 

Offering – The mail at church is being collected. Offerings may be mailed to:  

Peace Ev. Lutheran Church, 200 E. Beidler Road, King of Prussia, PA 19406 

THE SACRAMENT 

Preface CW 165 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty 

and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come together in his 

name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth 

and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be our Savior, our Redeemer, 

and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all things; in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate 

Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands 

on the cross and released from eternal death all who believe in you. 

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us together to receive your Son’s 

body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, 

Jesus Christ. Through him, we glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it 

to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my ✝ body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my ✝ blood of the 

new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance 

of me.” 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169 
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Distribution 

As he distributes the elements, the minister says to the communicants: 

Take and eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins. 

Take and drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, poured out for the forgiveness of your sins. 

As he dismisses the communicants, the minister says: 

The true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you to life everlasting. Go ✝ in peace. 

Amen. 

Distribution Hymn: Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior CW 659 

 

 

 

5 Christ says, “Come, all you that labor, 6 Then hold fast with faith unshaken 

and receive my grace and favor;  that this food is to be taken 

those who feel no pain or ill  by the souls who are distressed, 

need no physician’s help or skill.”  by hearts that long for peace and rest. 

7 Praise the Father, who from heaven 8 If your heart this truth professes 

unto us such food has given  and your mouth your sin confesses, 

and, to mend what we have done,  surely you will be his guest 

gave into death his only Son.  and at his banquet ever blest. 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that through it you will 

strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ✝ give you peace. 

Amen. 

Hymn: Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus CW 704 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Silent prayer – Announcements 
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